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March  
& April

LOREM IPSUM
Malesuada quis, quis. 
Donec ac sapien. Ut 
orci. Duis ultricies, 
metus a feugiat, dolor 
mauris convallis est, 
quis mattis lacus eu 
augue. Sed facilisis. 
Morbi lorem mi, vitae.

DOLOR SIT AMET
Ligula nulla pretium, 
rhoncus fermentum, 
enim integer volutpat. 
Nisl turpis est, vel 
elit, congue wisi enim 
nunc ultricies sit, 
tincidunt. Maecenas 
ligula nostra, taciti.

A DOLOR NETUS DUI
Aliquet, sagittis, 
mauris, vel eu libero 
cras. Interdum at. 
Eget habitasse sociis 
elementum est, ipsum 
purus pede porttitor 
class, aliquet dolor 
sed ut auctor.
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Kervens Dominique
6 year old Kervens loves to 
paint, give hugs and play with 
his new mates Mackenley and 
Richardson. 

March & April 2017

WELCOME KERVENS 
One of our goals at CHOAIDS is to take in those children who have been rejected and give them the basic care 
and love. Thank you for helping us make our goals reality. 

Upcoming 
Needs: 
- Rent
- School Tuition
- Clothing
- Opportunities

On April 4th, six-year- old Kervens 
Dominique joined the CHOAIDS family.  
His mother died of AIDS complications 
two years ago, while his father, Edzer 
is living with HIV. His father is an  
alcoholic and was feeding Kervens 
alcohol daily. Eventually, Edzer gave 
him away to an orphanage in the 
neighborhood. 

Kervens continued to get sick at 
that orphanage, and was 
misdiagnosed with typhoid. A US 
nurse practitioner volunteering at the 
orphanage ran additional tests, 
including HIV. It was then that 
Kervens’ HIV+ status became known. 

Unfortunately, this new information 
led the orphanage to throw him into 

the streets. Kervens returned to his 
father, who continued to feed him 
alcohol. The wife of the the nurse 
practitioner learned about Kervens’ 
situation and contacted Marie to share 
his story. Three days later, Kervens’ 
father and the pastor of the original 
orphanage brought Kervens to his new 
home and family at CHOAIDS.

Kervens has since been taken to 
Grace Children’s Hospital for care 
several times because his condition. 
He will begin taking his ARV 
medications soon. In the meantime, 
please keep Kervens and his father in 
your prayers. We hope to bring this 
family together again. 

CHOAIDS
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Dream a Little Dream 
My name is Corinne Hale. I currently serve on the 

advisory committee and had the utmost pleasure of visiting 
the children and young adults living at CHOAIDS again this 
past April. My trip consisted of all the nuances of the 
Haitian rainy season including new infections, mosquito 
bites, muddy tap-tap rides and so much more. During my 
trip, I worked with the staff to accomplish house-keeping 
tasks and observed the behavioral developments of the 
children in our care. On my last day we all took a trip to the 
park by the airport and enjoyed tasty watermelon from the 
local market. 

One of the stand out moments of this trip during my 
one-on-one interviews with the young adults. In 2015, I 
asked Harold what he would like to do for a job. 
Considering this question is a luxury in the western world 
that most of us take advantage of. At the time, most of the 
kids said they wanted to be a dancer, mechanic, nurse, etc. 
Harold said he wanted to be a videographer. I never forgot 
this answer because it was so unlike the others. I asked 
him again this year and he said with determination that he 

has dreams of being a videographer.  Unfortunately, all I 
had to offer Harold was the use of my iphone camera to 
make videos of the other kids, but maybe one day we can 
offer him something more.

Each of our children have or will have a dream. While 
we struggle to give them basic care at times, one of my 
intentions as part of the advisory board is to give the 
children opportunities. Our mission is to provide medical 
care and keep the kids happy and healthy, but I want to do 
so much more. 

Giving an opportunity is a step towards breaking the 
orphan cycle. We want to offer our young adults 
opportunities to become successful in Haitian society. I 
hope I can inspire you to share in this vision of taking our 
mission one step further. Many of the children at CHOAIDS 
are reaching adulthood. It is an urgent need to supply 
Harold, Zachary and Jordany (to name a few) with skills 
and education to help them care for themselves and 
hopefully one day, their families. Thank you! 

	 	 	 	 - Corinne

Give Opportunities
Left: Thieryston is 
showing Kervens his 
pictures. I gave 
Thieryston and Harold the 
chance to use my camera 
and phone for pictures 
and videos. The results 
were astounding! The 
children at CHOAIDS 
possess such talent!

SHARE 
THE LOVE
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In March, nine of our children, 
Ruth C., Dania, Gerline, Thierytson, 
Ruth L., Angela, Rose-Michelle, Harold 
and Jennifer were told by their doctors 
at Grace Children’s that they did not 
need to return for a follow up visit until 
May. After a change in Rose-Michelle’s 
ARV medications dosage, she no 
longer has the herpes zoster virus that 
had spread all over her body. We are 
very thankful to John Hill, our Advisory 
Committee Chair, for sending a letter 
to the head hospital administrator 
which was an integral part of changing 
Rose-Michelle’s medication. 

Conjunctivitis Epidemic 
Conjunctivitis has affected many in 

Haiti. This infection causes severe 
burning and irritation in the eyes. It has  
affected 20 of our children. All of the 
children suffering symptoms visited 
Grace Children’s Hospital Eye Clinic. 
Luckily, this infection passes quickly. 

In addition to conjunctivitis, many 
of the children have been experiencing 
headaches, stomach cramps, grippe, 
fever and diarrhea. 

	 	 	

Social Work
Reports from our 

social worker, an 
employee of Grace 
Children’s, showed 
that in March, 
Harold, Jordany, 
Gerline, 
Thierrytson and 
Jennifer’s viral 
loads’ were 
measured and 
were found to be 
undetectable, which meant that there 
were 300 copies of HIV per milliliter of 
blood. 

On another note, Wilka, Esther, 
Cassandra and Valentina were found 
to have an elevated viral load. 
Furthermore, Venise and Angela’s 
CD4, both measured in December and 
March 2016, respectively, have shown 
a dramatic decrease.

Other News
On April 15th, Geno DiMaria and 

Dominic DiMaria of Block One Studios  
in Charleston, SC traveled to 
CHOAIDS to produce a promotional 

video of our work with the children. 
This video will help us share our story 
with the world. 

Join the Campaign! 
We are planning a fundraising 

event for the launch of the spectacular 
work of the Dimaria brothers on June 
24th at the James Island Christian 
Church to help raise money toward 
two of our largest expenses: rent and 
school. We hope to see you there! If 
you cannot participate, please 
consider making a contribution 
through our secure website: 
www.choaids.org

HEALTH REPORT
Stay up to date with the health concerns 
and status of our children. 

Special Mentions
Thank you to Common Ground Healthcare 
Cooperative for donating hygiene and 
medical needs such as medical kits, 
vitamins, toothbrushes and toothpastes 
and feminine hygiene products. 

Upcoming Needs
• Rent
• School Tuition
• Clothing 
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Marie Denis-Luque
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Congratulations 
to Mackenley and 

Richardson for good 
grades!

http://www.choaids.org
http://www.choaids.org

