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May & 
June

LOREM IPSUM
Malesuada quis, quis. 
Donec ac sapien. Ut 
orci. Duis ultricies, 
metus a feugiat, dolor 
mauris convallis est, 
quis mattis lacus eu 
augue. Sed facilisis. 
Morbi lorem mi, vitae.

DOLOR SIT AMET
Ligula nulla pretium, 
rhoncus fermentum, 
enim integer volutpat. 
Nisl turpis est, vel 
elit, congue wisi enim 
nunc ultricies sit, 
tincidunt. Maecenas 
ligula nostra, taciti.

A DOLOR NETUS DUI
Aliquet, sagittis, 
mauris, vel eu libero 
cras. Interdum at. 
Eget habitasse sociis 
elementum est, ipsum 
purus pede porttitor 
class, aliquet dolor 
sed ut auctor.
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May & June 2017

CHOAIDS IS HOME TO TWO MORE KIDS
The stories of each child that comes to us is unique in its own way. We have welcomed two more children into 
the CHOAIDS home and below are their stories. 

Upcoming 
Needs: 
- Rent
- School Tuition
- Dietary 

supplements

In the past two months we have welcomed two new 
children to the CHOAIDS house, seventeen-year-old 
Guerline Pierre and 9-month-old Edison Ceceron. 

Guerline came to us through Grace Children’s Hospital. 
After the death of her mother, Guerline was living with her 
elderly grandmother in Titanyen, a village located 
approximately 20 miles north of Port-au-Prince. In 
February, Guerline’s grandmother became very ill and 
passed away in her arms. Without anyone to love and care 
for her, Guerline lost the will to live and fell into a deep 
depression. She stopped taking her medications and 
prepared to die. Her infectious disease doctor, nurses and 
health workers at Grace Children’s reached out to us for 
help. She joined us on May 17. However, one month after 
moving in to the house, Guerline became very ill with 
gastro-intestinal problems among other medical 
complications including mental health. We have been 
taking her to Grace Children’s for care and her health is 

being monitored by Ti Kay nurse volunteers. We hope and 
pray Guerline will make a quick recovery. We will keep you 
informed of her progress. 

Edison Ceceron came on June 22 through a separate 
orphanage who does not have the capacity to care for   
HIV+ children. Edison was in the care of his older brother 
because their mother was unable to care for them. 
Unfortunately, she would leave them without food or basic 
needs for weeks at a time. His brother is now living at the 
aforementioned orphanage. The pastor at this orphanage 
contacted Fanfan, our on-site manager, to inquire about 
our ability to take Edison in. The pastor, like many Haitians, 
feared because of his HIV+ status, that Edison would infect 
the other children at this particular house. We agreed we 
could not turn him away and have since hired another     
HIV+ staff member to care for Edison because he is so 
young in age. 

CHOAIDS
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Marie’s Visit 
Marie Denis-Luque, founder and 

Executive Director of CHOAIDS, 
traveled to Port-au-Prince in May. 
Before embarking on her trip she was 
able to raise $4,866 with the help of 
John Hill and Nadine Leblanc. The 
funds allowed us to repair and replace 
necessities at the orphanage and take 
the children on a field trip! 

Marie and the CHOAIDS team 
were able to visit Fort Jacques 
Alexandre in Formanthe and the 
Wallace Museum, zoo and park. The 
kids had a great time! It was great 
cultural experience for them. We are 
hopeful that they can learn more about 
Haitian culture and always appreciate 
their roots. 

Marie spend much awaited quality 
time with the kids and young adults. 
She worked with the girls to 
choreograph a belly dancing routine 
that they performed during Marie’s 
trip. Zachary directed a skit about 
proper hygiene and our responsibility 
to care of our environment. Esther, 
Stanley, Thierryston, Rose-Michelle 
and Dania played active roles in the 
skit. It was a great hit! 

In addition, Marie shared her 
cooking talents and created a lovely 
sweet thai rice dish paired with a 
mango dessert for everyone to enjoy! 

How We See
This June, we held our first 

fundraiser in eight years, How We See, 
to raise money for rent and school 
tuition. We were also eager to spread 
awareness about our cause in the 
Charleston area. We premiered our 
short film produced by two of 
Charleston’s best filmmakers, Geno 

and Dominic DiMaria. The film featured 
life in Haiti through the perspective of 
the CHOAIDS kids. 

Thank you to everyone who 
attended and helped make this event 
happen! Thank you to the Dimaria 
family (Geno, Dominic, Laura, John 
and Janet), John Hill, Juan Luque, 
Rachely Langley, Bukky Mudah, Mary 
Jordan for all of your help and hard 
work! Thank you to all the silent 
auction contributors including Amy 
and Dr. Adam Clark, Lidia Richardson, 
Caroline Davila and Mika Cohen. 

We were able to raise $3,150! 

Major Needs
We have two major needs coming 

up, rent and school tuition. Rent will 
cost us $8,000 and tuition which we 
estimate to be $550 per child for the 
year. Any help would be greatly 
appreciated to help raise additional 
funds to meet these needs! Housing 
and education are two of our primary 
focuses at CHOAIDS. 

In addition, we are hoping to begin 
storing emergency food supplements 
that come in handy if any of the kids 
lose too much weight due to illness. 
Bongu is a high calorie nutritional 
shake that the Ti Kay team has been 
using to help care for Guerline. Medika 
Mamba is a lipid nutritional 
supplement similar to peanut butter. 
The mamba is used to help 
malnourished children age 6 months 
and older gain weight. 

Thank you for reading and your 
contributions are welcome. You can 
contribute via mail or through our 
secure website at www.choaids.org

IN HAITI

TOP: 
Belly dancing class with 
Angela, Valentina, 
Cassandra, Ruth and lil’ 
Ruth 
MIDDLE: 
Jordany, Esther, Stanley
BOTTOM: 
Guerline Pierre

http://www.choaids.org
http://www.choaids.org
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Zachary has not been good health. 
His ARV medications were changed in 
April, but he still struggles with weight 
loss, lack of appetite, fatigue, and 
depression. He has been prescribed 
appetite stimulants to help him eat, 
but observable progress is slow. 

Anaika Bruno, one of our youngest 
children, is allergic to a number of 
common food items and products. 
She may be sensitive to natural 
elements like sea water. Last time she 
was at the beach she got a rash, 
which we believe could be from the 
sea water. Fortunately, the rash 
subsided with benadryl. 

Mackenley has been experiencing 
pus oozing from his ears. He was 
taken to Grace Children’s Hospital 
where they diagnosed him with an ear 
infection and prescribed him 
antibiotics. As of right now, there has 
been no improvement. 

In mid June, Guerline Pierre got 
very sick with diarrhea, vomiting, and 
fever. After an x-ray, doctors 
determined she has fluid in her lungs. 
Marie reached out to contacts at Ti 
Kay who are experts in tuberculosis. 

Two of the nurses, Kim and Bec, have 
been helping care for Guerline. 
Valentina is in desperate need of a 
dentist. She has difficulty eating and 
speaking because of the pain. She still 
has the majority of her baby teeth, 
which are crowding her mouth. We are 
actively seeking a dentist that can help 
us meet her needs! 

Please keep all of our children in 
your prayers as they recover.  

Skin Infections 
Because of their HIV and ARV 

medications many of our children get 
frequent skin rashes and stomach 
aches. We have are looking for ways 
to reduce their vulnerability to highly 
infectious skin rashes and other 
ailments.

Visit from Bien-Etre Social
On May 25, two Bien-Etre Social 

(IBESR) agents,Haitian child welfare, 
made an unannounced visit to the 
orphanage. They spent most of the 
day speaking with staff and interacting 
with the children. They thoroughly 
inspected the house and took pictures  
of everything, including the children. 

We still must submit our official papers  
to legalize CHOAIDS as a nonprofit 
organization in Haiti. Nonetheless, the 
agents were very pleased with our 
work. Big thanks to our staff for 
professionally representing CHOAIDS 
during the unexpected visit! 

Most of our children passed 
school into the next grade level. 
Unfortunately, Guenson will remain in 
the same grade. We believe we has 
undiagnosed ADHD and may be 
developmentally delayed. At this time 
we don’t have the means or access to 
the proper tools to help him 
intellectually. Please keep Guenson in 
your prayers. We are always open to 
suggestions to treat his condition. 

Other News
In June, Guenson had a visitor! 

Gueson’s grandmother came to the 
CHOAIDS house to visit with Guenson 
who has not visited since last August. 
Both were very happy to see each 
other and enjoyed their time together. 

HEALTH REPORT
Stay up to date with the health concerns and status of our children. 

Special Mentions
Thank you to all who have graciously 
committed funds, time and talents to help 
improve the quality of life of the CHOAIDS 
kids! 

Upcoming Needs
• Rent
• School Tuition
• Emergency Dietary Supplements

Written By
Marie Denis-Luque
Corinne Hale
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